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Dear Member Hersman:

Thank you for the invitation to submit a supplemental statement to the National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) as a follow-up to the October 7-8 hearing concerning the fatal motorcoach
crash near Victoria, Texas. During this hearing NTSB explored a range of issues related to
whether or not a vehicle operating on United States highways was required to display a Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSSs) certification label, stressing that the motorcoach
involved in the crash did not display an FMVSS certification label. I am pleased to offer the
following additional comments that the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) -
belicves NTSB should consider in completing its investigation of the crash.

First, I would like to emphasize that FMCSA shares the NTSB’s goal of ensuring that all
commercial motor vehicles operated in the United States are safe, The FMCSA’s mission is to
save lives and prevent injuries through education, regulation, enforcement, innovative research
and technology.

Applicability of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSRs)

Motor carriers operating in the United States (including Canada-~ and Mexico-based carriers) are
required to comply with all applicable Federal and State motor carrier safety regulations
concerning the operation of trucks and buses. If, upon inspection by Federal or State motor
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While the motorcoach involved in the Victoria, Texas, crash did not display an FMVSS
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identified as a probable cause for the crash, or a contributing factor in any passenger injuries.

Additionally, there was no evidence that the vehicle failed to comply with the applicable
FMCSRs conceming parts and accessorics necessary for safe operation (49 CFR Part 393),
including the safety regulations which cross reference the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s FMVSSs. In fact, the motorcoach in question had been inspected by




enforcement officials several times in the months preceding the crash, and there was no
indication that the vehicle was unsafe for use on public highways.

It should be further noted that despite questions to various witnesses, there was no testimony or
documentation presented giving an authoritative estimate of the number of non FMVSS-certified
commercial motor vehicles, particularly motorcoaches, that may currently be operating in the
United States, or that such vehicles pose a significant safety risk. The FMCSA’s request for data
on how many non-FMVSS-certified motorcoaches have been involved in crashes resulting in
serious injuries or fatalities over the past 5 years has not yet been answered.
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that a vehicle has an FMVSS certification label is no guarantee that the vehicle currently meets
the FMCSRs and is safe to operate on our Nation’s highways.

The FMCSA appreciates the opportunity to provide these additional comments to NTSB. We
look forward to working with NTSB to improve transportation safety. If you need additional
information, please do not hesitate to comtact me at 202-366-1927.

Sincerely yours,

David H. Hugel = e




